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Don’t miss an opportunity to honor your fellow educators! The annual OEA Laurels Night will be 
held on Sunday, May 3, at the DC Center, 11830 Stonegate Circle. 
 
We will honor OEA members with 25 years of service in OPS and those who are retiring. The eve-
ning event will begin with a social from 6:00-6:45 p.m. followed by dinner. The $26.00 ticket cost 
includes a dinner of turkey, mashed potatoes with gravy on the side, green beans almandine, tossed 
salad, and cake for dessert. As always, attendees may request a meatless dinner. Honorees are the 
guests of the OEA. 
 
We have done everything possible to keep costs down this year, but given the current economy this 
has not been an easy task. Our menu was chosen for universal appeal and its reasonable price. 
 
The deadline for reservations is Thursday, April 16th, at 5:00 p.m. No reservations can be ac-
cepted past this time. Please include the full name of all members of your group and indicate if you 
have any special seating requests. However, seating cannot be guaranteed unless the entire party 
sends their reservation request together. This year, fliers will be sent to all the schools in an effort to 
accommodate these requests. Payment must accompany each reservation with checks payable to the 
Omaha Education Association.  
 

If you have any questions regarding Laurels Night 2009,  
please contract Lorrie at the OEA lorrie.stuto@nsea.org 
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PRINT Names for table reservation  
(if applicable, include name of honoree). 
Maximum of 10 per table. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Please send payment by check or  cash (checks prefer red, thank you). 

 
!DEADLINE! 

 
 

Thursday, 
Apr il 16th 
5:00 p.m. 

 
 

Return to 
OEA c/o  
Laurels 
Night 

 
!DEADLINE! 

Number of attendees_____ 
@ $26.00/person 
 
Total cost $____________ 
 
# of meatless entrees____ 
 

Send table reservation  
information to : 

 
 
_____________________ 

(Name) 
 
 
_____________________ 

(School) 

Nomination forms for all awards have been sent to the schools or can be obtained by call-
ing the OEA at 346-0600. All nominations must be submitted by active OEA members. 
 
Rookie of the Year : A subcommittee of the OEA Board, led by board member Bobby 
Miller, has reviewed and refined the application and criteria to be used in choosing the 
OEA Rookie of the Year award.  The new information is being sent to all buildings and is 
posted on the OEA icon on First Class.    

 
Media Award:  To honor an individual or organization for outstanding contributions to the 
students and/or teachers of OPS through the use of the local media. The award can encour-
age greater coverage of educational topics by the media, while honoring those who have 
covered an education story in the past. The award should be for a broad scope of work, 
rather than for a single effort. 
 
School Bell Award:  Individuals or groups who have made outstanding contributions to 
education, with the exception of active staff members of OPS, are eligible to receive this 
award. 
 
Human Relations Award:  Any Omaha-area individual, group or organization that has 
made a significant contribution to human relations can be nominated. 
 

The deadline for all awards is Fr iday, March 27, 2009. 
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OEA Tip-Off 
 

The OEA Tip-Off  
is a bi-monthly publication printed 

for members of the  
Omaha Education Association.  

   
Sue Perkins,  

Communications Specialist 
 

Direct Inquiries to: 
402-346-0400 

 
Eddie Ventura,  

Information Coordinator 
edward.ventura@ops.org 

 
Visit us on the web at: 
www.omahaoea.org 

I’m here to say, 
 in a very big way, 
it’s  Dr.Seuss’  s 

 Appreciation Day. 
‘Ran South to pick up 1 Cat greeter. 

Slammed on the brakes, 
 And said, “Cat plug the meter”  

To the Mayor’s post haste, 
Duffy’s kids are in place. 

Fahey smiled and inspired, 
All the kids with his grace. 

He read a story to all, then said, 
 check out my space. 

To his desk we walked briskly, 
 and surveyed the drawers 

of his desk for graffiti of long past mayors. 
I’m running out of space and rhyme, 

Just want you to know we had a good time. 
 

…This is what happens when you read “The Cat in the Hat”  about 8 times in one day. I 
want to thank Rose Pope and Cheryl Richardson for their coordination of efforts for 
Read Across America. Many, many people were involved in making this day a success. 
As OEA President, I had the pleasure of going to South High to pick up Brandon Baratta 
to act as the Cat in the Hat. We spent the morning at Benson West and the afternoon at 
Jefferson. Students and staff at both schools were most welcoming and polite listeners. 
While I read aloud, Brandon the Cat - animated the story. Students were focused, 
laughed a lot and asked great questions. To the teachers, thanks in advance for having 
your students send a note of thanks to the volunteer readers. 
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Candidates declared elected on the February 10th filing 
deadline for the March 10th General Election per By-
law Article II, Section 10 
 
Vice President–Member Benefits (3-year term 2009-2012) 
 Deb Pauley, Marrs Magnet 
 
Elementary Board Reps (2-year terms 2009-2011) 
 Sherry Dostal, Mt. View 
 Rosita Force, Franklin 
 Kelly Smith, Franklin 
 
Elementary Board Rep 
(2nd year of an 2008-2010 term—2009-2010) 
 Erin Ruis, Conestoga 
 
5-8 Magnet and Others Board Rep (2-year term 2009-2011) 

Catherine Bettin, Morton 
 
Middle School Board Rep (2-year term 2009-2011) 

Kathy Lorentz, Wilson 
 
Middle School Board Rep  
(2nd year of an 2008-2010 term—2009-2010) 

Deirdre Milobar, Beveridge 
 

Candidates declared elected at the special election 
March 10th AR Assembly to fill the Vice President–
Advocacy and Senior High Board Rep Vacancies 
 
Vice President–Advocacy (to serve March 10, 2009 through 
July 31, 2010 of the original term of 2008-2011) 
 Susan Kalina, South High  37 
 Edward Ventura   34 
 Kathy Lorentz   8 

 
Senior High School Board Rep (to serve March 10, 2009 
through July 31, 2010 of the original terms of 2007-2009 
and 2009-2011) 
 Hope Smejkal, Burke High 34  
 Debra Paris   28 
 
 
(NEA Representative Assembly  Votes Cast 

DELEGATES 
Doreen Jankovich, President 
Deb Pauley, Vice President–Member Benefits 
Susan Kalina, Vice President–Advocacy 
Carol L. Krejci     414 
Edward Ventura     290 
Bobby Miller     276 
Jesus (J. J.) Ventura    241 
Rosita Force     233 
Kristi Stamp     231 
Ernestine Ventura    213 
Meeghan Hartfield    209 
Cathy Nelson     204 
Carol Salerno     201 
Derrick Nero     195 
Sasha Chavez     194 
Barbara Schroeder    188 
Mary F. Lincoln     184 
Amy Batten     181 
Taralyn Brown     180 
 
According to the OEA Bylaws Article II, Section 4. the President 
and both Vice Presidents serve as automatic delegates to the NEA 
Representative Assembly. 

 

 

Negotiations are moving forward. The team has met several times. We compiled a survey, that Eddie Ventura put online for us, 
(Thanks Eddie!) and we received responses from over  1,000 members. 

Our team has reviewed the survey and looked over all the comments made by the membership. 
 

We are entering Phase I with OPS. This is new process for both of us. Our first meeting is set for April 1st. 
 

Our goal is to enter into a series of collaborative fact finding meetings. We will be jointly trained on comparability, budgeting, and 
state aid by the NSEA and OPS. 

 
We will continue the discussion regarding alternative compensation and it’s immediate impact on our next contract. 

 
We continue to move forward and welcome input from membership. 

2009 OEA General Election Results 
March 10, 2009 

Total Votes Cast:  969 
and March 10th Special Election Results 

OEA President, Doreen Jank-
ovich spent the day reading  

“The Cat in the Hat”  
to several classes with the help 

of the Cat in the Hat! 


