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The OEA Tip-Off  
is a bi-monthly publication 
printed for members of the  

Omaha Education Association.  
   

Sue Perkins,  
Communications Specialist 

 
Direct Inquiries to: 

402-346-0400 
 

Eddie Ventura,  
Information Coordinator 
edward.ventura@ops.org 

 
Visit us on the web at: 
www.omahaoea.org 
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General Assembly Meeting  
This article published pursuant to a motion passed at the March 31, 2009, General Assembly.  

 
The resignation of former Omaha Education Association President Maddie Fennell was discussed at a General 
Assembly meeting on March 31, 2009. Approximately 450 OEA members participated. The meeting, which was 
called by petition, lasted more than two hours and provided members with an opportunity to ask questions and 
provide thoughts about Ms. Fennell’s resignation. 
  
A motion to close the meeting to “ include only current OEA and NSEA members” passed. This meant the Par-
liamentarian and legal counsel were not allowed in the meeting. NSEA staff members, on hand to assist with the 
meeting, also left the room. 
 
A number of members spoke in support of Ms. Fennell and expressed concerns about the “ manner in which 
Maddie Fennell was forced to resign.”   
 
Board members said they had lost confidence in Ms. Fennell’s ability to lead the Association and that they 
“acted within the procedure established by the OEA Bylaws.”  They also said that they “considered the best inter-
ests of the Association when they voted to accept Ms. Fennell’s resignation.”  
 
When Ms. Fennell resigned, she sought and received a confidentiality agreement that restrained Board members 
from discussing the reasons for her resignation.  
 
A motion to allow Ms. Fennell to speak to the General Assembly passed on a voice vote. Members at the assem-
bly voted 248-198 in favor of a motion stating that the OEA Board “ improperly caused the resignation of Mad-
die Fennell as OEA President by not following our Bylaws, basic due process and general rules of information 
gathering.”  
 
At the request of the OEA Board, NSEA Legal Counsel advised the Board during the resignation process. Legal 
Counsel affirms that the OEA Board acted within the procedure established by the OEA Bylaws; that the Board 
acted within its powers as a Board; that there was no violation of due process; and that there was no violation of 
general procedures in the actions of the Board. 
 
The General Assembly also adopted a motion requiring the OEA Board of Directors to “engage the membership 
in a strategic planning process. The result of this process will be reported to the October 2009 General Assembly 
for consideration. The strategic plan of action will guide the Association business for the 2009-2010 school 
year.”   

Continued on page 2 
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ANNUAL  
OEA-CHILDREN’S ACTION 

FUND MEMBERSHIP  
MEETING 

 
 

OEA-CAF meeting  
Tuesday, May 12  

Wilson Middle School 
 5141 F Street.   

 
 

OEA-CAF General Membership 
meeting will follow the  

AR Assembly.   
OEA-CAF members  

are encouraged to attend. 
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Announcing the updated schedule for the new Voluntary Short-Term Disability program. You will receive updates, as 
additional meetings are set. We may not make it to every location, therefore, please attend a meeting at a location con-
venient for you. These are for all OEA members and non-members 
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Monday, May 4, 2009 
10:00 am - 11:00 am 
Buffett Middle School 

Wednesday, May 6, 2009 
10:30 am - 1:15 pm (during 

lunch periods) 
Central High School 

Wednesday, May 6, 2009 
Session 1:  3:15 pm - 3:45  
Session 2:  4:15 pm - 4:45 

Monroe Middle School 

Thursday, May 7, 2009 
Session 1:  3:15 pm - 3:45  
Session 2:  4:15 pm - 4:45 

Morton, Middle School 

Thursday, May 7, 2009  
10:45 am - 1:30 pm  

(during lunch periods) 

Friday, May 8, 2009 
11:00 am - 1:45 pm  

(during lunch periods) 
Central High School 

Tuesday, May 5, 2009 
10:45 am - 1:30 pm  

(during lunch periods) 
Northwest High School 



The OEA leadership recognizes that our Association’s greatest asset is its members. We appreciate all member 
activism that will make our organization stronger.  

 

TIP OFF CORRECTION:  The March 27, 2009, Tip Off incorrectly stated that Maddie Fennell put forth peti-
tions to 1) recall the Board of Directors at the March 10, 2009, Association Representatives meeting; and, 2) to 
call a General Assembly meeting.  The Tip Off should have stated that a “ grassroots effort”  initiated the peti-
tions to give members a chance to ask questions and provide an opportunity for Ms. Fennell to address the 
General Assembly. At the March 10 meeting, a motion was made to recall the OEA Board and its’  officers. After 
a 3-hour discussion, the recall motion failed on a 68-27 vote. 
 
Motions transcr ibed from audio recording of the March 31, 2009, OEA General Assembly: 
 
1) Text of Motion (Rosita Force/Liz Figueroa): Adhere to the agenda indentified in the petitions, amended  
 with 40 minutes to be given to petitioners and 20 minutes to responders.  Motion Passed. 

 

2)  Text of Motion (Liz Figueroa/Tracy Weatherly:   I move to close this meeting to include only current 
 OEA and NSEA members. Voice vote was not definitive, so Chair requested a standing vote. Vote was 
 still declared too close to count and vote was then taken row by row, with all numbers being given to Jay 
 Sears of the NSEA. By a vote 253 to 198 the Motion Passed.  

 

3)  Text of Motion (Chris Proulx/Liz Figueroa):  I move to allow Maddie Fennell five minutes to speak to 
 the General Assembly. Motion Passed.  

 

4)  Text of Motion (Chris Proulx/Mary Buresh):  I move that the General Assembly goes on record that the 
 OEA Board improperly caused the resignation of Maddie Fennell as OEA President by not following our 
 Bylaws, basic due process, and general rules of information gathering.   Motion Passed. 

 

5)  Text of Motion (Liz Figueroa/Rosita Force):   I move that this be published on the front page of the Tip  
 Off. Maddie Fennell offered a friendly amendment, requesting that the article for the Tip Off be written 
 with the assistance of Karen Kilgarin, with a representative of the OEA and a representative from the pe-
 titioners. That they work together to write the article for the front page of the Tip Off.   Motion Passed As 
 Amended. 

 

6) Text of Motion (Mark Shively/Cathie Armbeck Hughes):  I move that the OEA Board of Directors en-
gage the membership in a strategic planning process. The result of this process will be reported to the Oc-
tober 2009 General Assembly for consideration. The strategic plan of action, if adopted by the General 
Assembly, will guide the Association business for the 2009-2010 school year.   Motion Passed.  

General Assembly Meeting  
Continued from page 1 


