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Laurels Night is about long term connections and the importance of relationships. Teachers know that you can go 

much farther in support of others when you operate with a mutual respect for what each person brings to the table.  

 

Each retiree brings a unique gift or special talent to give to others. Our twenty-five year honorees and retirees have 

given their expertise and parts of their heart, to thousands of children across this district. They have been authentic in 

their endeavors and have a passion that inspires others to grow and reach out to support the next generation. 

 

The ñBoomer Generationò describes most of our retirees. Work defines them. Boomers would rather communicate 

face to face, and love to feel valued and needed. They want to make their mark on society and future generations. 

 

To our retirees and all teachers ï You have had an impact on another person, be it students, parents or colleagues 

shaping his or her life in some small but vital way. It is often not acknowledged, but provides us one of the most en-

during satisfactions we will know. We teach because we need to share and more importantly we teach because we 

care. Thank you for what you do on a daily basis, your work has left a positive impact on this community. 

 

Susan Kalina shared abbreviated versions of each retireeôs story. If you missed the chance to attend Laurels Night, but 

would like to read your colleagues stories, please click on the link www.omahaoea.org.   

Laurels Night 2010  

The School Bell Award is the highest form of recognition from the OEA and that 

award went to Building Bright Futures. Accepting the award on behalf of the 

organization was Executive Director John Cavanaugh. Building Bright Futures 

provides numerous services for our staff and school communities. Program sup-

ports  for early intervention, professional development, providing ways to sup-

port increased attendance and increased graduation rates. BBF takes measures to 

coordinate services for our youth and builds programs to support both youth and 

families. The Building Bright Futures organization is committed to supporting 

both Douglas and Sarpy County youth from early childhood to graduation.  Six 

schools now have school based health centers with support from Building Bright 

Futures. Many more community outreach programs are being planned. 

The School Bell Award Goes To  

Building Bright Futures  

Building Bright Futures Executive Director,  
John Cavanaugh  

and OEA President, Doreen Jankovich 

 

More on Laurels Night inside...  

http://omahaoea.org/media/members/Retirees2010.pdf


The Horace Mann ñRookie of the Yearò award was presented to two 

candidates from Blackburn High School. Chris Yearly is the library/

media teacher and Chris Peterson is a Social Studies teacher. Both 

teachers were reported to be innovative in teaching style, supportive 

to Blackburn staff, willing to share ideas, active in supporting stu-

dents to see greater success and reported as two caring individuals 

who have earned the respect of the Blackburn students and staff. 

Rookie of the Year Award  

Chris Peterson, Doreen Jankovich, Chris Yearly 

Gary Kastrick, a teacher from South High School who founded the 

South Omaha Museum Project, was given the Human Relations 

Award. What began as a project has turned into a museum, and then 

later inspired a play called ñBloodlines Sing of South Omaha Immi-

grantsò. The production came from a partnership between Opera 

Omaha and South High. With Gary as the curator of the Omaha His-

tory Museum, and his students became the historical researchers who 

over the years continued to add South Omaha stories to the archives 

of the museum. Gary has given students ownership of their commu-

nity. Students have a strong sense of pride of the historical connec-

tions of their neighborhoods. He has truly left a legacy of lifelong 

learners instilled in the students of South High.  Gary Kastrick 

Human Relations Award  

The Media Award went to OPSôs Luanne Nelson Director of Pub-

lic Relations, for her many years of service to bringing positive 

news about our schools to the community and the long term sup-

port to the OEA with various projects over the years, from Read 

Across America, to promoting the Member Emergency Resource 

ï Committee by serving as an advisor, promoting the concept by 

interviewing the committee members on long range goals and by 

promoting this worthy cause on public access tv. In addition 

Luanne has provided supportive suggestions to OEA leaders over 

the years on press relations and media awareness. Luanne has suc-

cessfully shared with the Omaha Community at large the many, 

many positive activities and successes our staff and students ac-

complish. Recently Luanne sent a note of thanks for her award she 

said she is proud to share your stories. 

Luanne Nelson and Doreen Jankovich 

Media Award  



Some of the 
nights  

Honorees  
receive their  
School Bells  
and their  

Golden Apples 
 

Congratulations 
to all of the  
Honorees! 


