
 

OEA Tip-Off 
 

The OEA Tip-Off  
is a bi-monthly publication 
printed for members of the  

Omaha Education Association.  
   

Direct inquiries to:  
 

Tim Krapp, Editor 
Sue Perkins, Reporter 

 

4202 South 57th Street 
Omaha, NE 68117 

(402) 346-0400 phone 
(402) 346-8410 fax 

E-mail  
timothy.krapp@nsea.org  
Visit us on the web at: 

www.omahaoea.org  

 
 

SEAN Conference 
October 26, 2007   

Starting at 5:00 p.m.  
until 5:00 p.m.  

October 27, 2007 
Westside Community  

Conference Center 
3534 S. 108 Street 

 
 

October 27 
Outreach to Teach 

7:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 
Indian Hill Elementary 

 
All meetings begin at 4:15 p.m. 
@ OEA unless otherwise noted. 

 
OEA on-line Calendar  

 

http://omahaoea.org/
members/calendar.htm  
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The time to start planning for American Education Week is now! 
 
NEA’s 86th annual American Education Week —November 12-17 this year—will spot-
light the importance of providing every child in America with a quality public education, 
and the need for everyone to do his or her part in making public schools great. 
 
“Great Public Schools:  A Basic Right and Our Responsibility” reflects the Association’s 
calling upon America to provide students with quality public schools so that they can 
grow, prosper and achieve in the 21st century. 
 
The week kicks off on Monday, Nov. 12th, and follows with special events each day of 
the week. Those events include: 

· Monday, November 12 – American Education Week Kicks Off  

· Tuesday, November 13 – Invite Parents to School Day 

· Wednesday, November 14 – Education Support Professionals Day 

· Thursday, November 15 – Educator for a Day 

· Friday, November 16 – Substitute Educators Day 
At NEA’s website, educators can find plenty of ideas and tools to help plan local obser-
vances of American Education Week. Also on the site is a list of former educators now 
serving in Congress, including Nebraska’s own Senator Ben Nelson. 

The NEA website is at: 
http://www.nea.org/aew/index.html 
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Because of her dedication to education, State Senator Gwen Howard (District 
9, Omaha) is the first to receive an early recommendation from the Omaha 
Education Association-Children’s Action Fund (OEA-CAF) for re-election in 
2008.  OEA-CAF has donated $2,000 to Senator Howard’s re-election cam-
paign.  Pictured above from left: Herb Schimek (NSEA Government Rela-
tions); Senator Howard; Maddie Fennell (OEA President); and Tim Krapp 
(OEA UniServ Director). 
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Congratulations to Washington Elementary teacher Tara 
Tess.  Tara received the U.S. Department of Education's 
Nebraska American Star of Teaching Award on Thurs-
day, September 13, 2007.  Tara has taught hearing-
impaired students in the Omaha Public Schools since 
1990. 
 
Tess, who teaches a classroom of kin-
dergarten through second grade stu-
dents, all with hearing impairments, was 
recognized, in part, because all of her 
students have met each Nebraska stan-
dard for their age group. 
 
Tara was surprised with the award when 
she thought she was attending an assem-
bly on wellness. Each of her past stu-
dents that still attend Washington pre-

sented her with a flower during the presentation. She 
signed them her thanks and gave each a hug.  
 
“It was a total surprise,” she told one student, signing as 
she spoke. “Everybody kept the secret well.” 
 

Carolyn Snowbarger presented Tess the 
award on behalf of the Department of 
Education. Each state and the District of 
Columbia has a Star of Teaching se-
lected from more than 4,000 nomina-
tions.   
 
“I know good, better and best in educa-
tors,” former Washington principal 
Cathy Christensen said. “Tara is one of 
the best.”  
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The NEA Foundation will make $1,000 awards to public schools serving economically disadvantaged students 
to purchase books for school libraries.  The NEA Foundation makes these awards in collaboration with the Na-
tional Education Association.  The 2008 NEA’s Books Across America Library Books Awards are made possi-
ble with support from The NEA Foundation as well as individuals who donated to NEA’s Books Across Amer-
ica fund to bring the gift of reading to students. 
 

Pre-kindergarten through high school educators are eligible to apply.  
The application deadline is November 12, 2007. 

For details visit:  http://www.neafoundation.org/programs/BAA_2007.htm  



Building Bright Futures is a comprehensive public-private part-
nership that will support low-income children in Douglas and 
Sarpy Counties from birth through post-secondary school.  Be-
low is just the beginning of the task forces strategic priorities: 
 
Making the Most of Early Childhood 
• Ensure that all children eligible for Head Start receive high 
quality, early care and education. 
• Expand education and training opportunities for child care 
   providers. 
• Monitor the quality of child care in Omaha. 
• Implement a proven parent education program. 
• Explore the potential for a community-wide effort to provide 
   child care providers with benefit packages. 
 
Providing Academic Support and Career Awareness 
• Provide extended time for struggling learners in elementary 
   schools. 
• Explore a Career Academy high school redesign strategy. 
• Ensure that all youth have access to a fully qualified 
   professional counselor. 
• Develop and implement a common data system. 
• Communicate career opportunities and pathways. 
 
After-School Mentoring and Tutoring for Excellence 
• Ensure that all youth have access to a fully qualified 
   professional counselor, a tutor, as well as an adult mentor. 
• Develop and implement a common data system. 
• Create a formal, citywide network of youth-serving 
   organizations. 
• Establish a mechanism for providing ongoing assistance to 
   youth development organizations. 
• Develop the next generation of youth-service providers. 
 
Reducing Truancy and Recovering Lost Youth 
• Develop a common truancy enforcement protocol for 
   Douglas/Sarpy County schools. 
• Develop a pilot truancy intervention program that 
   incorporates evidence-based best practices. 
• Evaluate truancy approaches currently in use. 
• Roll out truancy intervention programs in middle and high 
   schools. 
• Develop and implement a program of individualized services 
   delivered by professionals. 
• Increase information sharing among public and private 
   agencies to better coordinate youth services. 
 
Addressing Adolescent Behavioral Health 
• Encourage greater participation in the Youth Risk Behavior 
   Survey. 
• Create an adolescent mental health care facility. 
 
Financing Higher Education 
• Provide funding for a post-secondary education for every low-
income high school graduate from Douglas and Sarpy County. 

Building Bright Futures Upcoming Meetings 
 

October 
11th  -  Early Childhood  -  8:30 a.m. to noon 

College of St. Mary 
 

16th  -  Youth Behavioral Health Leadership Team 
4:00 to 5:00 p.m. @ Creighton University 

 
18th  -  Early Childhood  -  8:30 a.m. to noon 

College of St. Mary 
 

18th  -  After School, Mentoring & Tutoring  
2:00 to 4:00 p.m. @ Educare (Kellom) 

 
30th -  Youth Behavioral Health Leadership Team 

4:00 to 5:00 p.m. @ Creighton University 
 

November 
1st  -  After School, Mentoring & Tutoring  

2:00 to 4:00 p.m. @ Educare (Kellom) 
 

1st  -  Early Childhood  -  8:30 a.m. to noon 
College of St. Mary 

 
15th  -  After School, Mentoring & Tutoring  

2:00 to 4:00 p.m. @ Educare (Kellom) 
 

15th - Behavioral Health Leadership Team  
4:00 to 5:00 p.m. @ Creighton University 

 
For general information call 715-4145 
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EFFECTIVE  IMMEDIATELY ! 
NO personally owned computers will be permitted to connect to the OPS network. 

 
If you have any questions, please see your immediate supervisor or,  

if there are additional questions, please contact the Help Desk  (4466). 
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At Target, they understand that 
funds for school field trips are 
limited, so this year they have 
doubled the size of their one-of-a-
kind, innovative Target Field Trip 

Grants program. In spring 2008, as many as 
1,600 schools could win educator’s grants of up to $1,000 each. See dolphins at the 
zoo, go behind the scenes at a local theatre, watch kids’ eyes get huge at a science mu-
seum and more. It’s all a part of Target’s commitment to education.  
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