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OEA is a local affiliate of the  
Nebraska State Education Association  

and the National Education Association, 
America’s oldest and largest organization 

dedicated to advancing  
the cause of public education. 

New Agreement, Petition Drive 
As we wind down to the end of the school year, 
take the time to celebrate all your 
accomplishments this year.  The student who 
started off the year with many behaviors that will 
be ending the year a little less volatile.  Another 
student who hated math or science, but now has 
less anxiety about it.  The student who couldn’t 
read is now making progress.  Sometimes these 
signs are just small steps but will be much bigger 
steps toward future success for the student.   

At OEA, we look back at the year and can’t 
believe all the progress we have made.  We have 
a new agreement to celebrate for those of you 
with a master’s degree.  We will continue to 
work on the salary schedule for BA and BA18 
over the summer. If you are interested in 
working on this, please let President Kathy  
Poehling know by emailing her - kathy.poehling@nsea.org. 

We have also started a new petition drive in Nebraska to repeal section 1 of 
LB1402.  You can get more information at supportourschoolsnebraska.org. 
Find an event to volunteer at or sign the petition. 

OEA President Kathy Poehling and our Organizational Specialists Kathie 
Garabrandt and Judy Roach continue to go to schools providing breakfast or 
lunch to the staff at different buildings/programs.  In April and May, we went 
to: South High School, Kellom Elementary, Fontenelle Elementary, Druid Hill, 
Norris Middle School, JP Lord, and Omaha Virtual School.  We have met so 
many people this year and are encouraged by all of the things happening in your 
buildings.  Next year, we will continue visiting schools and plan to make it to 
every school or program in the district between the 23/24 and 24/25 school 
years.   

Over the summer, spend time with your family or just relax and recuperate. 
Enjoy your summer and we will see you in the fall. 

Kathy Poehling 
OEA President 

kathy.poehling@nsea.org 
 

Grading 
Window 
If you have been asked to complete your 
grades and turn them in before May 17th 
at 5 p.m., please contact your 
Organizational Specialists Kathie 
Garabrandt or Judy Roach so we can get 
that extended until May 20th at 8 a.m. 

Tornado Pay 
If you were required to stay and supervise 
students during the tornado warnings, you 
can put in for supervision pay at $20 per 
hour.  Just let your principal know. 

Surveys from  
Survey Monkey 
In the coming weeks, OEA will be sending 
out two surveys to get your input on.  One 
will be about the Bylaw changes that you 
will need to vote on and the other will be 
about AR meetings.  Please take the time 
to respond to them.   

Omaha Performing Arts will celebrate the end of the school 
year with a Teacher Appreciation Night on Tuesday, June 
4th before the 7:30 p.m. performance of Moulin Rouge: The 
Musical. 

We’re hosting a pre-show reception at The Peregrine 
Hotel from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. for educators and their 
friends and family, featuring drink specials inspired by the show 
and free appetizers. The Peregrine Hotel also has a full dinner 
menu and a rooftop bar that will be open (weather permitting). 

Mix and mingle with your fellow educators and then head over 
to The Orpheum Theater (a short walk from The Peregrine) to 
catch Moulin Rouge: The Musical! 

We have a Nebraska Teacher promo code 
- NEBTEACHER2324 – that you can use to purchase
discounted tickets on ticketomaha.com to that evening’s 
performance. That promo code gives a 10% discount on price 
level 2 and 3 seats plus reduced handling fees on all price 
levels. 

Omaha Performing Arts Teacher Appreciation Night
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Award 
Winners 
Spirit of Collaboration 

Janeen 

Mann 
Lothrop Elementary 

 
Rookie of the Year 

Vivian 
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Lothrop Elementary 

 

Omaha Education Association

At the annual Laurels Night Banquet, the 
Omaha Education Association honors OEA 
members who are retiring from their 
career as public educators or who have 
served public education for 25 years. This 
is our opportunity to honor those 
individuals for their selfless contributions to 
the students at the Omaha Public Schools. 

In addition to honoring retirees and 25-year educators, other individuals 
and groups making special contributions to public education are eligible 
to receive recognition awards. The Omaha Education Association 
believes in the promotion of school-community partnerships where 
educators and citizens share in the responsibility to create quality 
teaching and learning for all students. To recognize contributions made 
to that end, the following awards are also presented at Laurels Night: 
Spirit of Collaboration and Rookie of the Year. 

 

Membership in OEA-Retired is available 
to anyone who is retired and eligible to 
receive retirement benefits from the 
Omaha School Employees' Retirement 
System. Pre-retired memberships are 
available to all OEA members.  

Email retiredoea@gmail.com 
Website oearetired.org 
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John E. Jensen Memorial Past Winners 
2000 John C. Thies, Yes for Kids Committee 
2001 Omaha Schools Foundation 
2002 Deborah Suttle, Susie Buffet 
2003 Professor Charles Gildersleeve 
2004 Mrs. Roz Friedman, Lenscrafters,  
 "Vision Van" 
2005 David Van Metre 
2006 Sandra Kostos Jensen 
2007 Dr. John Mackiel, Dr. Ken Bird,  

  Dr. Charles Chevalier, Dr. Keith Lutz,  
 Dr. George Conrad, Dr. Kevin Riley, 
 Dr. Terry Haacke, Dr. Roger Breed,  
 Dr. John Deegan, Dr. Virginia Moon,  

Dr. Harlan Metschke 
2008 UNMC Sealing Smiles, 
 Roger Rea and John Jensen 
2009 Michael Smith, OPS Retirement Office 
2010 Building Bright Futures Foundation 
2012 Dr. John Mackiel 
2014 Brookside Church and Avenue Scholars 
2015 Sally Nellson Barrett 
 Nebraska Loves Public Schools 
2016 Omaha Schools Foundation 
2017 Paster Portia Cavitt,  
 Clair Memorial United Methodist Church 
2018 Omaha Public Library 
2019 Woodhouse Family Auto 
2020 Boys and Girls Club of the Midlands 
2021 Food Bank of the Heartland 
2022 Project Harmony 
2023 One World Community Health Center 
  

Distinguished Educator Past Winners 
2019 Ray Dewaele, Benson High 
2022 Tracy Weatherly, Joslyn 
2023 Dan Nowak, Chandler View 

Human Relations Past Winners 
1999 LaVonne Sennis 
2000 Concerned and Caring Educators 
2001 GLSEN-Omaha 
2003 Rabbi Aryeh-Aziel 
2004 Ben Gray 
2005 Advanced Office Interiors  
 100 Black Men of Omaha, Inc 
2006 NSEA Children's Fund 
2007 Omaha Together One Community 
2008 Omaha Latino Peace  

Officers Association 
2010 Gary Kastrick 
2011 Ferial Pearson 
2015 Willie Barney,  
 Empowerment Network 
2018 Inclusive Communities 
2019 Project Harmony 
2020 Minnesota Humanities  
2021 Omaha KROC Center 
2022 Latino Center of the Midlands 
2023 Learning Community  
 of Douglas and Sarpy Counties 
  

Spirit of Collaboration Past Winners 
2011 John Campin, Gomez Heritage 
2012 Lisa Utterback, Miller Park 
2013 Bryan Dunne, Marrs Middle 
2015 Janice Garnett, 
 OPS Assistant Superintendent 
2016 Linda Hulsey, OPS Music Supervisor 
2017 Darin Williams, Nathan Hale 
2018 Greg Eversoll, Chandler View Elementary 
2019 Tom Lee, Northwest High  
2020 Kaye Kennedy, Dundee 
2021 Dr. Carrie Carr, Norris Middle  
2023 Shelly Burghardt, Forest Station 

 

Media Award Past Winners 
2001 KVNO-FM and KYNE-TV  
2002 Mary Alexander, Cox Communications 
2005 KETV 
2006 David Hendee, Omaha World Herald 
2010 Luanne Nelson, Omaha Public Schools 
2012 Liz Dorland, KMTV 
2016 Erin Duffy, Omaha World Herald 
2018 Bellevue Leader 
2019 Star 104.5, Teacher of the Week 
2020 Damon Benning, KOZN-AM 
2021 Al Koontz  

NSEA Asst. Director of Communications 
2022 91.5 KIOS-FM 
2023 Nebraska Examiner 
  

Rookie of the Year Past Winners 
2003 Robert Miller, Lothrop 
 Daemon Donigan, Travel Art 
2004 Meredith Siner, Benson High 
2005 Barbara Kate Wilg, North High 
 Carrie Mohr, Burke High 
2006 Anton Schmidt, Lewis and Clark Middle 
2007 Melissa Hillhouse, Castelar 
2008 Mary Griger, Miller Park 
2009 Jennifer Noelle, Blackburn 
2010 Christopher Yearly, Blackburn 
 Christopher Peterson, Blackburn 
2011 Matthew Pierson, Bryan High 
2012 Megan Hanner, Miller Park 
2013 Hillary Sietsema, Gomez Heritage 
2015 Krissa Hetletvedt, Catlin Magnet Center 
2016 Margaret Galles, Bryan Middle 
 Jamie Moran, Blackburn 
2017 Jennifer Foreman, Jefferson 
 Michelle Monzu, Masters 
2018 Ruth Stirewalt  
 Secondary Success Program 
2019 Mayra Martinez Hernandez, Castelar 
2020 Hana Krommenhoek, Washington 
2021 Jared Gegzna, Integrated Learning Program  
2022 Andrew Scheneman, Benson West 
2023 Pearlie Best, Bryan High 

 
Omaha Education Association 
Board of Directors & Staff  

 
President 

Kathy Poehling 
 

Vice President of Advocacy 
Terri Childers 

 

Vice President of Member Benefits 
Faith Johnson 

 

Alternative Ed./TAC Representative 
Shannon Heng 

 

Senior High Representatives 
Catherine Armbeck-Hughes 

Rae Carlson 
James Goetz 

 

Middle Level Representatives 
Lori Krebs 
Amy Smith 

Stacie Stevens 
 

Elementary Representatives 
Diana Casey 
Dawn Crump 
Jana Deaver 

Anne King 
Amanda Kloke 

Joshua McDougall 
Edward T. Ventura Jr. 

 
Board Secretary/ 

Accountant/Building Director 
Gloria Bustillos 

 What does the laurel symbolize? A laurel is a shrub that was traditionally used 
to weave wreaths and crowns that were symbols of victory in the sporting 
events of ancient Greece. Today, laurel is synonymous with achievement and 
a laureate is one who an award or achievement is bestowed upon. 
 

The Omaha Education Association is a local affiliate of the 
Nebraska State Education Association and the National Education 
Association, America’s oldest and largest organization dedicated 
to advancing the cause of public education. 

 

At the annual Laurels Night Banquet, the 
Omaha Education Association honors OEA 
members who are retiring from their 
career as public educators or who have 
served public education for 25 years. This 
is our opportunity to honor those individuals 
for their selfless contributions to the 
students at the Omaha Public Schools.  

In addition to honoring retirees and 25-year 
educators, other individuals and groups 
making special contributions to public 
education are eligible to receive recognition 
awards. The Omaha Education Association 
believes in the promotion of school-
community partnerships where educators 
and citizens share in the responsibility to 
create quality teaching and learning for all 
students. To recognize contributions made 
to that end, the following awards are also 
presented at Laurels Night: Spirit of 
Collaboration and Rookie of the Year. 

What does the laurel symbolize? A laurel 
is a shrub that was traditionally used to 
weave wreaths and crowns that were 
symbols of victory in the sporting events of 
ancient Greece. Today, laurel is 
synonymous with achievement and a 
laureate is one who an award or 
achievement is bestowed upon.  
 

 

Kathie Garabrandt 
Secondary & Special Programs 
kathie.garabrandt@nsea.org 
402-676-3245                                        

Judy Roach 
Elementary 
judy.roach@nsea.org 
402-660-0949 
 

Having issues 
or concerns 

in your 
building/ 
program,  

please email 
or call: 

 In addition, you can call: 402/346-0400 or 800/742-0047 
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Where can 
  you sign the 
Petition? 
 

KEEP PUBLIC DOLLARS FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 
Protecting Voters and Public Schools 
For the first time in history, Nebraska lawmakers 
passed a bill to deny citizens their right to vote on an 
issue that was put on the ballot through a successful 
referendum petition by the people. The unprecedented 
move by lawmakers is of concern to all Nebraska voters. 
If lawmakers are unwilling to respect the referendum 
process when it comes to using public dollars funding 
private schools, it begs the question: Are we really a 
representative government? If elected officials aren't 
interested in representing Nebraskans on this issue, 
how will we trust them to represent constituents on 
other matters?  
 

Public Dollars for Public Schools 
In Nebraska, 9 in 10 students attend our public schools. 
Nebraskans are opposed to giving public dollars to 
private schools–they have voted to reject public funds 
for private schools at the ballot box on three separate 
occasions.  
 

Vouchers do NOT  
help all children. 
Receiving a voucher does not mean that the 
private school will accept that student. The 
only “choice" ultimately lies with private 
schools. Unlike public schools, private 
schools can pick and choose the students 
they want to enroll, and these private schools 
can remove students at any time without 
providing an alternative education option.  
 

Private education  
should continue 
to be privately funded. 
Taxpayer dollars should be invested in 
strengthening our public schools, which are 
open to all children, subject to state 
curriculum standards, and supported by the 
vast majority of Nebraskans in annual polls. 
 
 


